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AN. 


ORATION, 


PRONOUNCED AT THE BAPTIST. MEET. 
| ING-HOUSE IN WRENTHAM, | | 


FEBRUARY 22, "eto . 


e THE REQUEST 0F THE SOCIETY. 


IN MEMORY OF: 


* 


Gen. Groncs Wasnixc rox, 


FIRST PRESIDENT AND LATE. COMMANDER | 
IN CHIEF OF THE ARMIES OF THE UNITED | 
| STATES OF AMERICA, | 


. 


WHO DIED Dec. ts ras. : Krarn 68. 


© PRINTED ar WRENTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS, 
Br NATHANIEL ab BENJAMIN HEATON. 

Wann PET ABLE" 180 We - : : 

6 ED V 


— — 


- 


| 8 : 3 — Fzonvany 22, 1800. 
In, x 
Committee 3 to make arrangements PR the 22d February TY 

return you their grateful thanks, for the ied: and patriotic Oration, which 
you delivered, in compliance with their requeſt, in honor of the late General 

e Wann GTON: and requeſt a copy for the preſs, 


We are, Sir, 
With reſpe@ and eſteem, 
Your moſt obedient Servants, 
SILAS METCALEF. 
| THOMAS METCALFP. | 
Mis, BTINIAUIV Giravon _ GLLEN TILLINGHAST, 


Warvrnau, February 22, 1800. 
Gunvrannx, 


GRATEFUL for the honors you are 4 to chafer on my infant exertions, 
I accept your requeſt with the moſt reſpectful ſatisfaction; and, conſidering my 


compliance with your wiſhes an act of . duty; 1 deliver to me 

— — the copy ſolicited. 
1 am, Gentlemen, | 

With every demonſtration of 1 | 

Your very reſpectful humble Servant, 

i BEN JAMIN en. 


To Meſſf. 81148 n | 
Tuomas Mzrc air. * 


| ALLEen TiILLINGHAST. — 1 
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. 0 = regio, 88855 noſtri non plena laboris ? X 
« En Georgius! ſunt hic etiam ſua prema laudi, 
4 Sunt lacrymæ rerum, et mentem mortalia tangunt. 
% Multa gemens, largoque humectat flumine vultum. “ 
| | : R VIRGIL, 
3 To delineate a character truly dignified, truly 
illuſtrious, truly worthy, and truly great; to portray a 
erſonage ad; Bale every virtue, that can adorn - 
$2 to diſplay -the grandeur of human excel- 
lence; to paint the inimitable Hero! claim requifitions 
far beyond the pen, or pith of language. . 
While I, unaſſuming, bluſhing, intimidated with my 
many imperfeQions; conſcious of my own incapacity, 
to perform the taſk impoſed by your intereſted patri- 
otiſm; yet, actuated by the warmth of national ſympa- 
thy, preſent to your generous wiſhes, the firſt fruits of 
a heart, warm, ſuſceptiye, and grateful ;—the imperfett 
production of an infant pen; may your diſhinguiſhed 
candor deign to yield the lenity of forbearance, to 


vail its defects, and may the generous ſmile of undiſ- 


guiſed complacency, reward the anxieties of youth and 


| N e | g 


We pauſe to contemplate the various viciſitudes of 


life; ve are loſt in the ſublimities of wonder, while 


viewing the changeful, progreſſive drama of nature. 
Neither can the eagle eye of human inveſtigation, un- 
ravel the complicated revolutions of time; nor can the 
wilhful eye of anticipation, diſentangle the labyrinth of 
futurity—we are human} Yet, though our finite views 
are bounded in the orbit of terreſtrial being, though the 

barriers of time confine our moſt ſubtle perceptions, 


the regions of fancy are outſpread before us, and it is 


RB. 


6 
the happy privilege of human nature to regreſs in the 
paths of retroſpettion—to review the lives and ages that 
have exiſted to time immemorial. . -; - mo 
| Where ſhall we begin the tale of woe? how con. 
duct the recital ? what ſhall we ſay — We mourn this 
day the demiſe of a man, the companion of merit, the ; 
bulwark of war, the ſynod of peace, the legiſlature of 5 
the world; the friend of mankind, the glory of his coun- 


try, the WASHINGTON of AMERICA. | 
How many millions, this day, mourn. the loſs of this 
beſt, and moſt exalted- of men. Alas! alas! HE, 
whom the active fires of genius once animated with all 
the energies of life, now ſleeps in “ dull, cold marble ;” 
vet, he ſleeps not forgotten! no, his name blooms in 
our affections; bis. virtues live, the paragon of imitation, 
to an admiring world; and his fame ſhall be meafured 
only by a line running parallel with Eternity. © © 
Where is the page of hiſtory, producing an inſtance 
like this? More than five millions of people; extend. | 
ing over thouſands of miles, with the deepeſt ſympathy, 
and with the tears of affe dionate regret, embalming the 
fond remembrance of a man, dear to their deeply af- 
feed boſoms, whom heaven had deſtined the falvation 
of America, the ſaviour of its people. Where was? 
or where is the equal to our departed WASHING- 
TON ?=-GEORGE: WASHINGTON ſhines unpar- 
alleled on the page of recollet tion. 
Shall we not repeat, with feryor and' affeQion, the 
virtues of a man, whom we have long delighted to 
honor? will it not be grateful for us, who live to real- 
ie this allwiſe diſpenſation of an overruling provi- 
dence, to tranſmit to poſterity the warmth of our feel- 
ings, and teach them the love of virtue? the father of 
our country is no more! the benefattor, defender, ſup- 
porter, and life of our liberties, lives no more to wield 
the vivid ſword of freedom, to guard the parapet, and 
z avenues of civil and religious dignity ; to foſter the 


South of political reputation; or to ſhine firſt in glory in 


\ 


the horizon of our political exiſtence. 


Language 


— 


\ 
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EF 
we Language is inſufficient to "expreſs our feelings. 
Death, with relentleſs hand, hath deprived us of the 
moſt amiable, the moſt heroic of mortals, the moſt ſplen- 
did luminary in the rank of worthies, „ the flireſt a- 
mong ten thouſand,” the firſt in our affettions. 

A. ,s riſes the ſun of nature, from the vernal equinox, 


with faſt advances towards his fummer ſolſtice; and, 


progreſſing, with increaſing heat, impregnates all things 
with life, bloom, and animation : fo roſe a WASHING- 
TON, unrivaled and glorious in the hemiſphere of our 
young columbiaiy world —the ſun of political happineſs! 
and by-atiraftion and reaQtion, he united in himielf the 
virtues of wiſdom, prudence, temperance, juſtice, forti- 
tude, philanthropy :- connected and cemented our hap- 
py union, and imparted peace, and independence to.a 
- grateful people. He role glorious in his ſphere of po- 
| ltical proſperity, he extinguiſhed the torches of war; 
and he ſecured, and eftabliſhed this independence and 
peace to millions ſucceeding millions yet unborn. As 
| bis nſe and progreſs was uſeful, unblemiſhed, and glo- 

_ nous; ſo his deeline was fair, faultleſs, and unclouded; 
and this ſun of glory ſet amid the bleſſings, and bene- 
ditions of an approving applauding world.  _- 
The nations of the eaſt have produced their worthies 1 
their heroes! and the page of glory is lined with the 
brilliancy of former ages—but what is a Pompey, a Cæ- 


far, an Alfred? what the whole line of European Kings? 


what an Alexander, a Cato, a Scipio, a Hannibal? 
contraſted, with our illuſtrious Chief! they ſuffer by 
- _ compariſon, and the palm of glory is awarded to 
WASHINGTON, ' 7 ALE + FE. 
The pages of American fame are brightened with the 
fair and reſpectable names of a Campbell, Mercer, 
WMooſter, Montgomery, Warren; a Morgan, Mifflin, 
Moultrie, Sumpter, Knox, Manly, St. Claire, Waine, 
Putnam, Lincoln, Gates, and Greene, while the name 
of WASHINGTON appears, amid this brilliant afſem- 
| blage of worthies, in golden capitals, unequaled, ſplen- 
did and immortal, NED hy We 
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8 
We have the privileged. ſatisfaQtion, this day, of te- 
capitulating the works; and virtues, of this diſtinguiſhed 
objeR of our affeftions ; of elevating to public, view 


the portrait of a man, whom, next to heaven, we eſ- 
teemed, loved; revered ; but how. can we do juſtice to 


a Character, ſo long eſteemed, ſo much beloved? the 
idol of more than five millions. of people, our federal 


Head ! the pillar and pinnacle of our confederated con- 
flitution, the arbiter and dictator of our republican ex- 


ertions, the union and ſtability of our federate republic, 


the very baſis of our political liberty. Language is 


weak: Yet our, endeavors are evincive to a wonder. 
ing world of the gratitude of a free, enlightened, and 
independent people, delighting to aggrandize, and im- 
mortalize their heroes; our exertions, to celebrate thy 
honors, are worthy of thee, departed ſhade! and could 


couldſt thou be permitted to hover over thy once na- 
tive land, to eye the grateful ſympathies, the tears 
immeaſurable ;. to witneſs the illimitable ſighs, and 


grief of a people, undivided and indiviſible; ſure our 


o& 


. any thing human affect thee, in the manſions of bliſs ; - 


exertions are calculated to augment and perpetuate thy 


happineſs. And our efforts, while they live the eter- 
nal monument of unfading honor, towering to heaven 
with the virtues of WASHINGTON, are deſigned to 
impreſs on the minds of the preſent, and ſucceeding 
generations, the gratitude of America, our love of vir- 


tue, and the immortality of our Heroes. Wit 
America was young, and beautiful; blooming in the 


robes of innocence, and virtue; but as a child ſev-_ 
ered from domeſtic happineſs, by the cruel rigor of 


parental diſcipline, ſo grew our young world, 
_ Severed from their parent home, by inſupportable 


oppreſſion; the ſons of liberty ſought an aſylum of 
peace, in the wilds of North America. Heaven ſmiled 


on the arduous enterprize; took America under its 


own peculiar care, and adyanced her glorious, on the 
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roll of fame; She grew and flouriſhed, and the then 
barren deſert ſoon bloomed the Eden of the world. | 
Envy and jealouſy, thoſe baneful propenſities of hu- 
man nature, ſoon, like the collifion of flint and ſteel, 
produced the flames of faction. Power and oppreſſion 
oppoſed to peace and proſperity ; malignity, duplicity 
and diſſimulation oppoſed to ſimplicity, imbecility and 
innocence ; tyranny oppoſed to patriotiſm ; wealth to 
weakneſs; villany to virtue, and intereſt claſhing a- 

ainſt intereſt—a convulſion, ſtrong and effectual- the 
Cena for conqueſt on one fide, and independence. 
on the other, equally confliting, like inflamable me- 
chaniſm, and all things fermenting for final diſruption ! 
then did the ſmiles of our guardian God, unfold in be 
. boſom of America, the inimitable WASHINGTON. 


I be retroſpective eye delights to retrace the growing 


glories of his exiſtence ; and, in the recital, the cheek. 


+ of ſenſibility feels the humid glow of grateful remem- 


brance, bathing its mantling front in ſweet ſuffuſion. 

Me ſee the youthful WASHINGTON, ardent and 
inflamed with the love of liberty and country, at his 
firſt onſet in life, fearleſs of the frowns of human arro- 
gance, in the year 1755, with Bradock at the Monon- 
gahela, leading from death and danger, his own life, 


' reſerved for more important ſervices, and the lives of 


many, aſtoniſhed at the intrepidity of a youth, almoſt 
veteran; wondering and blefling the magnanimous 
| Tpirit that had ſaved them from deſtruction. Here 
firſt were awakened into life thoſe military talents, 
which bloomed afterward in. ſuch unparalleled ſplen- 
dor; thoſe ſuperior abilities, which, afterward, ſhone 
ſo eminent and conſpicuous, here began their co- 
efficient operations; here was the extenſive chain of 
public utility wound up, to run down but with life it- 
ſelf; and here the Genius of liberty lit up, in the boſom 
of WASHINGTON, the. flames of inextinguiſhable 
glory. From this year to the important era, 1775, that 
called again into action the abilities of a WASHING. 
Rn 5 e TON, 


of 


= 

TON, we paſs, not as FRIES a blank, or an inaQive rech 
no, bay we paſs, unable to enumerate the multiplicity of 
his active virtues, or We various RE of bis of- 
ficial beneficence. \ als, nahi N 

Wben eee was ed n fleets, FREE 
with armies ; when the armed ſoldiery of an imperious, 
deſpotic nation, diſpoſed to war and rapine, were ſap- 


| oy the foundation of the proſperous proſpetts, and 


nguine hopes of America; and aiming at the total ſub- 


verſion of government, religion, law, liberty and life; 


when every boſom burnt with the frenzy of kr, and 
Every heart beat to arms f to arm? 

Then appeared a WASHINGTON, glorious in . 
fphere, through the cloud colle&ed gloom, his preſence 
burſt ;—diſpelled the fears of millions, and ſhone in 


majeſty effulgent ; the terrors of war ſubſide, himſelf 


a hoſt !] he moved terrible in arms! and an enemy, 
corpulent in grandeur and magnificence, fhrank ap- 
paled beneath his vengeful, vindictive arm. By the 
unanimous voice of congreſs, at this critical jundture 
of affairs, GEORGE WASHINGTON was appoint- 
ed General and Commander in Chief of the united fore- 


es, raiſed for the defence and protection of our colo- 


nies, (June 15, 1776) a little e to the memorable 
action at Bunkers Hill, (June 17:) A pleafing ſatisfac- 
tion, mingled with the reflection, ſteals into the mind, 
at this moment; while che genuine ardor of feeling, man- 
ileſted at this time, by our countrymen, for the ſupport 
of freedom, and the rights of man, paſſes in review be- 
fore us. Here a ſmall party of Americans, the hardy 


F yeomanry of Maſſachuſetts, chalenged the proweſs of 
Breat Britain; without fears, without trepidation, theſe. 
Columbian youths, intrepid and invulnerable, laviſh of 


-life, ſtood the conteſt : Victory was diſputable ; and, 


though compelled at laſt to e ſupertor force, they 
humiliated” the inflated hopes of Britin, and retreated, 


greatly exulting in their valor, exceeded only by their 
Rare Fe Ppt the Es * ue a — to 
: the 


= Tl 


the generous Warxzn, who, this day, fought as a vol. 
unteer for his country, and voluntarily gave bis life, a, 
ſacrifice for his country's emancipation. from ſlavery. 
The Boſton Maſſacre, (5th of March 1770, when Preſ- 

ton opened the tremendous ſcene of blood in, New- 
England ; the engagement at Lexington, (19th of April, 
1775, when General Gage, the pampered champion of 
Europe, conſigned to a Lieut. Col. Smith the lives and 
properties of our fellow citizens, who were then leaning | 
on Adams and Hancock,—and on Heaven! and Lexing- 
ton and Concord ſaw their ſons bleeding at the altars of 
freedom ;—theſe events, together with the 17th of 
June, had now completely paved the way to regular 
oppoſition, and univerſal war; and, on the gd of July, 
General WASHINGTON, with his natural dignified 
diffidence, took command of the eſtabliſhed American 
army, then in the vicinity of Boſton. 1 (for 

Can we love too much this generous Nobleman ? 
can we too much ſpeak his praiſes? he relinquiſhes do- 
meſtic eaſe, and the joys of agricultural life; he quits 
his happy home, and leaves the fair boſom of love, 


friendſhip and affection bis country calls !— prepared, 


he ſeizes the two edged ſword of juſtice; and in the 
triumphal chariot of victory, he approaches the field of 
Mars; the Ægis of wiſdom. alone his defence. Behold 
him advancing to the warlike camp; diſtinguiſhed, 
with an appearance inferior to 'none,—with a mind ſu- 
perior to all; while the prayers and bleſſings of all a- 
ges, ranks and ſexes, are heaped upon him. 1 
At his arrival at the army, his judicious adminiſtra- 


tion and management relieved the . apprehenſions of 


all: He overcame all embarrafſments; he introduced 
_ diſcipline, good order, and ſubordination. among free- 

men, accuſtomed to act and think for themſelves—an - 

_ arduous taſk! but his perſeverance accompliſhed all 

things; he huſhed diſorder, abridged extravagances, 
reprefled internal cavils, and outrode the currents and 
 whirIpools, of envy. and diſaffection.— His own exalted 

EY ; 1 ror 2 + ig breaſt, 
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12 
breaſt emboſomed in itſelf the arbitration of war, and 
the dignity of human nature. Here he began his plan 
of operations; which, in proceſs of time, was the diſſo- 
Jution of American dependencies, and the final diſ- 
union of the mother country, from her colonies. © 
How did his boſom burn while viewing the young, 
yet populous Boſton, groaning beneath the oppreſſive 
ravages of hoſtile war, and bleeding under the bayonets 
of unfeeling brutality. Can the mental eye extend to 
theſe ſcenes with unfeeling indifference ? and can we, 
children of fathers, who, with their lives and proper- 
ties, have ranſomed us from ſlavery and deſtruction; 
with paſſions unmoved, or with boſoms unaffected, re- 
Cite theſe horrors of human ſufferance ? 1 
While all things were in agitation, the Britiſh ſuffer- 
ing by blockade, and the Americans for want of arms 
and ammunition ; the great ſoul of WASHINGTON 
alone, conceived and matured the plan of extirpating 
from the town of Boſton, the troops there quartered; 
of eradicating from the boſom of this little republic, 
the licentious ſavageneſs, the hardened villainy of 
- Britiſh myrmidons,—a gang, © hired to the trade of 
death, by regal authority; a garriſon, rapacious and 
inſatiate for human blood. Our beloved WASHING- 
TON, the prime conductor, under the orders of Gen- 
eral Thomas, while all hearts and hands unite in per- 
forming the tafk of duty, toward midnight, (on the 4th of 
March, 1776,) began the execution of an enterprize, 
unequalled in the annals of Maſſachuſetts; and the 
co-operation of men and minds, on the zth of March, 
at early day, preſented to aſtoniſned thouſands, a ſe- 
ries of labors, the work of but a few hours; which, con- 
ducted with the utmoſt filence and circumſpeQtion, had 
ariſen like enchantment !—a proof of the glorious en- 
thuſiaſm, which animated our countrymen, at this criſis 
of calamitous danger. Then, on the brow of Dorcheſ- 
ter heights, ſtreamed the banners of our independence 
- triumphant, | | 5 is 
„„ This 


13 
This glorious exploit fabricated by the mental pow- 
ers of WASHINGTON, and executed by the free- 
born ſons of liberty, appalled the Hydra of deſpotiſm, 
diſconcerted the contrivances,of Albian ingenuity, and 
| intrigue, and compelled Howe, with his demagogues, 
and his thouſands to evacuate the town of Boſton ; the 
riſing citadel of wealth, and commerce; too long ſub- 
jugated by the inſulting menaces of court policy, too 
long, ſubjected to the voracious caprice of miniſteria] 
rapacity. After the embarkation of General Howe; 
we ſee our beloved chief enter the town in triumph. 
Who can deſcribe the joy and reciprocal congratula- 
tions of parents, children, kindred, friends? diffoly. 
ing the miſeries, diſſolving all the diſagreeables, reſult- 
ing from 'long confinement, and the long endurance 
of hardſhips, in the ſtreams of pure gratitude flowing 
from the ſoul. Oh! extacy inexpreſſible! tranſports 
too delicate!  unuterable. The honor was WASH 
INGTON's'; „ He was honored by congreſs with a 
vote of thanks —and our civil fathers, the Maſſachu- 
ſetts council, and houſe of repreſentatives, jointly, ad- 
dreſſed him, * may you till go on approved by heaven, 
revered by all good men, and dreaded by thoſe tyrants 
who claim their fellow men as their property.“ | 
Now dawned the Aurora of American glory, and 
ſoon, through the mazy miſt collefted in the eaft ; 
burſt the grateful Sun of liberty; with its rarefying 
beams, cheering the columbian world: The epoch of 
our national renown, grandeur and pre-eminence fram- 


ed by the wiſdom of ſages, erefted on the arch called 


the Rights of Man, and ſupported by the unſhaken pil- 
lars, virtue and juſtice: While a WASHINGTON with 
the flaming ſword of equity, was the guardian angel of 
its bleſlings. (July 4, 1776.) | | 1 
A little previous to this, General WASHINGTON 
had made head- quarters at New. Vork; painful ſcenes 
ſueceed: We ſee him at Long Iſland, N 
| | be an! 
* Yid: Ramſey's Hiſt, Amer. Revolution, vol. I. p. 265. 


14 
ws New- Jerſey, riſing greatly: ſuperior to human ſuf. 
ferings, and confliding with death in all its hideous 
forms. From theſe corroſive conflicts, we paſs to the 
fields of Trenton: —Here we ſee our pre-eminent 
WASHINGTON invulnerable, invincible ! while the 
Britiſh army, leaning on fatal ſecurity, are rapt in the 
fumes of intemperance and diffipation, having croſſed 
the Delaware, amid warring elements, and the uproar 
of nature, with the fcattering remains of an army, fear- 
leſs of danger, and ardent for liberty; himſelf alone tri- 
umphant, under the auſpices of heaven—turning the 
ſcale of fate in favor of America, and wearing the lau- 
rels of conqueſt and victory: (Dec. 28, 1776) and 
here we ſee the conqueror inclining a disjointed army 
to his wiſhes, and uniting them to himſelf, and the in- 
tereſt of his country, by his wiſdom, eloquence and 
magnanimity. Here the genius of a WASINGTON lit 
up the fires of deception to amuſe a ſavage ſoldiery; 
while he himſelf, on the plains of Princetown, enjoys 
the completion of bis well-concerted enterprize.* Here 
were the deſponding hopes 'of Columbia revived ; and 
here, the torch of American joy and triumph, was re- 
lumed by the valor and vinoaly of our brave, i in- 
trepid WASHINGTONMN. 5 
What eye ſparkles not with. generous ben bene ? 
what heart-dilates not with pleaſure ? while memory 
reproduces the matchleſs genius, bravery, and perſever- 
ance of our aQtive, courageous, exalted commander? 
See him, while at Morriſtown, with about fifteen hundred 
foldiers, keeping as many thouſands of Britiſh regulars, ' 
* cloſely confined at Brunſwick, through an eventful 
and ftrangely diverſified winter ;. perplexing their vigi- 
lence, deranging their plans, intercepting their move- 
ments, fruſtrating their ſchemes, and foiling their op- 
erations; ſo great l fo e in . was our gal- 
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* Fide Morde 8 Geography, 12 I. Po 288. 
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See him, ſtationed on the high grounds, near Chadds- 
ford, on the Brandywine creek, (September 11, 177%) 
encountering a formidable hoſt ; oppoſing himſelf to 
the united forces of Kniphauſen and Cornwallis; though 
in an elegible poſition, yet inferior in force, and ſuf- 
fering, by miſrepreſentation, the privation of conqueſt, 
and the misfortune of diſappointed hopes. It was here 
that generous nobleman, Marquis de la Fayette, firſt 
bled in defence of freedom, and human rights. 
At Germantown, (October 4, 1777,) and at Freehold; 
or Monmouth, (June 1998;) we ee the prop of our 
preſervation, meeting with new- difficulties,” and em- 
barraſſments; yet riſing, patient of fatigue, boyant a- 
bove the tides of unavoidable diſtreſs. os. 
War affords: a multiformity of light and ſhade ; the 
picture is alternately darkened, with the turpitude of 
human actions and paſſions ; and brightened with the 
low-of ſucceſsful triumph and victories. Though the 
nen, were repulſed and baffled, in many of their 
laudible eſſays for freedom, at this time; yet at this 
time, they were fortunate in many inſtarices.. The ſur- 
render at Saratoga, (October 17, 177%.) forms a memo: 
rable era in the American war—here Burgoyne yielded 
the honors of victory to the valiant GArzs; and, by 
this, the eclat of Columbian arms was rendered reſ- 
pectable to all nations of the earth. We alſo reflect, 
with pleaſure, on the exertions of a G IENE, whoſe vir- 
tues ſerve to brighten thoſe of a WASHINGTON, and 
we haſten to the final, and finiſhing ſcene of warfare. 
Souppreſſing the fears, and inſpiring the hopes of all; 
_ quelling ſedition, and elevating merit, with the coa- 


lleſcing arms of France and America; we fee our 


dauntleſs, determined W ASHINGTGN cloſing the 
eventful conteſt, between the mother country, and the 

United States. The broad boſom of the Cheſapeek 
watts the forces of an ally to the relief of America: _ 
the ſtreams of York river, rolling gladly in their courſes, 
- * 7ide Hannah Adams Hiſt. N. E. p. 381, 
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meet the Count de Graffe,—the combined armies be- 
fiege Yorktown, in Virginia; the beſiegers, impatient 
for retaliation, pour in, upon the long ſucceſsful enemy, 
tie livid balls of vengeance, and the e fink be 
neath the impending ruin. 

Now a potent, and powerful foe, no . able - 
run counter to the diftates of reaſon, and juſtice, proffers 
the inverted. ſword;. to the ſon of his own priſoner, 


and Laurens ſmiling at the humiliation of Britiſh pride, 


receives the honors of war: — the capitulation of Corn- 
wallis, ſealed up the then undetermined fate of our 
nation. (October 19, 1781.) 

While Britain mourned the fatal: ee we law 
our conquering WASHINGTON, preſenting to his 
grateful countrymen the ripened trophies of viftorious 
conqueſt, and America riſing from the ruins, and dil- 
treſſes of war, © to hold a name, and a rank among the 
nations of the earth; to enjoy, under the ſmiles of di- 
vine providence, in perpetual. flow, the bleſſings of in- 
dependence and peace. Such were the complicated 
caſualties of war; ſuch the chances and changes of e- 
ventful ineidents; ſuch the eonſequences, that flowed 
from a revolution as important, as it was glorious; and 
ſuch, and ſo great was the illuſtrious chief, who decided 
the conteſt in favor of America. His ſoul, compreben- 
| five, penetrating, diſintereſted, and loyal, diſdained the 
threatening ,menaces. of intimidating tyranny : . baſed 
our empire, upon the immutable ſtability of permanent 
glory; and reſtored the blooming olive branch, the 
emblem of peace, ſafety and independence, to the ark 
of our conſtitution; there, like Aaron's rod, to —_— 
forever, the memento of his own immortality. | 
ls not ſuch a diſtinguiſned perſonage worthy of ev- 
ery honor à happy people can beſtow? 

We ſee, throughout the variable ſcenes of war, a 
| WASHINGTON, with unequalled valor, ſkill, firmneſs, 
| bravery, and perſeverance, warding off from bis na- 
tive Country the CRT bolts oy detruQion, 1 
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We behold the abolition of tyranny accompliſhed 


by him, as the inſtrument of heaven; while the vaſ- 


fals of pampered pride, and the aſſaſſins of peace; the 


butchers of innocence, and the perpetrators of un- 
ſpeakable crimes fly to their covert holes, and dread 
the all-powerful arm of the heroic WASHING- 
TON. How diſintereſted ! inggpendent of perſon- 
al emolument, he towered to glory. by his own glori- 
ous atchievments. At home he aſſuaged the tumults 
of diſorder, and ſoftened the rigors of military diſci- 
pline—he held. the reigns of government in eaſy e- 
and appropriated his life and fortune voluntarily to 
the ſervices of his country; and we eſteem it, this 
day, our higheſt happineſs, to dedicate to his merits 
and memory the unfeigned rewards of glory and hon- 
or. 4 r | R > . 


"+ 
— 
72 
+ 


were interſperſed in the, walks of man, deſignedly to 


| qQuipoile, alleviated the. diſtreſſes of bereavement, 


— 


The cloſing ſcene of war (March 15, 1783) is al- 
moſt, beyond the power of deſcription !* When eve- . 
ry ſpecies of anonymous and ſeditious publications 


inflame the minds of officers and ſoldiers ;—when all 


things were converging to a ſingle point, and the A- 
mericans were inconſiderately about to ſully the glo- 
ry of ſeven years ſervices, by internal feuds, animad- 
verſion, and diſcontent; then, in this extreme diſa- 
greeable emergency,—when every exertion of hu- 
man wiſdom, every effort of human genius, and all 
the energies of a WASHINGTON were requiſite to 
calm the perturbation, and diſaffeQion of an uncloth- 
ed, an unpaid army, juſt about to be diſbanded ; then 
we ſee our beloved magnanimous WASHINGTON, 
a WASHINGTON Hill! obtaining, by his uncon- 
querable addreſs, influence, and eloquence, a more 
complete victory, over the irritable minds and paſſions 
of his conſtituents, than could have been effected by 
a world in arms. He conjured them, as they valued 


5 * Vide Ram ſey's Hiſt, Amer, Revolution, vol. II. p. 325. © 
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their honor; as they reſpected the rights of humani- 
ty; as they regarded the military and national char- 
after of America, to expreſs their utmoſt deteſtation 
of the man, who mould attempt to open the flood- 
gates of civil diſcord, and deluge their rifing empire 
„ Ia og 5 
The human heartꝭ though tenacious, is ſuſceptible, 
and yielding to the admonitions and remonſtrances 
of the brave, the honored and the good! his ſooth- 
ing, pathetic, and ſpirited addreſs had the deſired ef- 
fett. His ſuperior and patriotic conduct, at this cri- 
His, ſaved his much loved country from almoſt inev- 
table diſtreſs and deſtruction; and by his affable and 
conciliating abilities, he formed a double advanta ed 
reconciliation, giving peace to his long barraffed 
country ; and preventing the infuriate ravages of war, 
perhaps, to aſſail his animated countrymen ; and per- 
18 s, to make an ealy conqueſt of them, broken and 
Bfanited. He diſbands the American army (Nov. 
25, 1783.) They, with gratitude to heaven for their 
preſervation, and with the ſilent tear of inexpreſſion 
at their ſeparation, return peace fully to their reſpeR- 
ive homes, and diſſolve the remembrance of paſt ſuf- 
rings in the ſoft endearments of domeſtic bliſs, — 
in the joyous cup of temperate pleaſure. 'We follow 
our beloved WASHINGTON to Annappolis, (the 
capital of Maryland, then the ſeat of 8 ere 
he reſigns his commiſſion ;—how do his grateful 
- -countrymen accompany him with every demonſtra- 
tion of public and private joy and congratulation, 
intermingled with. the wonder and admiration of all 
In a large and reſpectable audience of diſtinguiſh- 
ed and illuſtrious characters, he relinguiſhes his truſt. 
In a pathetic, manner, he addrefles the Prefident of 
Congrels, expreſſing his warm affeftion for his coun- 
try; and, with a ſincerity of feeling, he expreſſes the 
- grateful devotion of his ſau), towards the 98 
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Ruler of the Univerſe,. his own, — his country's 
Sop! The mingling agitation, and reciprocal emo- | 
tions of the . eee create feelings too delicate,  * 
too ſublime for human utterance to ſee the father 8 
of their liberties, the deliverer of their country, the 
commander in chief of their armies reſigning all pub- 
lic employments; and his country acknowledging his 
ſervices, and loading him with their bleſhngs,”* was 
a ſcene beyond,—it beggars all expreſſion. We 
* ——let happy, prompt conception fill a fpace 
or words. We paſs the ſcene: we follow him to 
his delightful ſeat, at Mount Vernon; in Virginia, 
relieved from the ravages and devaſtations of war; 
and diſmifſed with honor and ſatisfaction from his. 
important duties, by a grateful feeling people, wiſh- . 
ing to reward, with affluence and grandeur, him, who 
felt ſufficiently rich in their affections. He, greatly 
independent, received not hire for the beneficent 
fervices. he had rendered a people oppreffed ; for 
feryices ſo. conducive to the general proſperity and 
'- Happineſs of America, A noble proof of his difin- 
tereſted attachment to liberty, and his country. He 
_ fought again, with ineffable delight,” the ſhades of 
Vernon, his own Potowmac, and the happy circle of 
_ domeſtic friendſhip; while generous Americans vie 
with each other in yielding him teſtimonials of grate- 
ful eſteem, His reception. at the Vernonian man- 
fion ; the pure, unaffected and heartfelt joy and ſat- 
isfattion of neighbors and domeſtics; the welcom-, 
ing ſmiles, and various tenderneſſes of conjugal love; 
 —Parents, long ſevered from their children, again 
| holding them in their arms; children once more at 
| home, after long and irkſome abſences ;. friends long 
ſeparated, again preſſing to their boſoms, the bos 


| om of friendſhip.; and taſting the ſweets of reunion, + 

xe only capable of realizing, So much beloved was 
; Hh IL ; | | : our 0 
V Ramſey's Hiſt, Amer. Revolution, vol. II. p. 333. 
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Ou 
hibits all the ferocious paſſions of human nature, and 
opens ſcenes deeply wounding to the feeling heart; 
yet, it alſo developes all the energies of character; 
and, during the American conteſt, we contemplate 
with admiration the love of country in many inſtan- 
ces riſing ſuperior to every ſelfiſn conſide ration; an 
enthuſiaſm for liberty ſupplying the place of military 


diſcipline ; and invincible reſolution finally ſur- 


mounting every obſtacle. WET oe 
The American war exhibited the moſt eminent 


ſpicuous and pre- eminent elevated him to claim 


the firſt place, in the hearts of his countrymen, where 
his merits are written with the diamond of unfading 
Perpetuity. Now, while the bleſſings of peace are 


diſſeminated through our happy land; the peaceful 
pleaſures of rural life afford a grateful. . er 
to him, whoſe coerſive and impelling power ſuppreſ- 
ſed enimies, and conducted armies; reſtrained anar- 
chy, and invigorated the deſpondency of thouſands. 
We ſee him, who upheld our tottering republic, eſ- 
tabliſhed our independence and natianal glory ;--him, 


who led the embattled van, and guided the glory of 


conqueſt; in the philoſophic and ſequeſtered ſhades 


of Mount Vernon, managing the plow, and culti- 5 
zvating the luxuriant ſoil. „ 


He obeys the impulſe of genuine human feelings ; 


and retires to his happy home, to reap the honors, of 
peace in the cultivation of ſocial bleſſings; unenvied 


and revered by all mankind.t . 8 
e 1 105 „ 
* vid Hannah Adams Hiſt. N. E. p. 480. ; 
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+ For particular information reſpecting Gen. Wasninoron's 


official reputation, during the American war, the reader is reſ- 
| | pectfully 


r virtuous WASHINGTON ! ee Though war ex- 


military characters; brought to view the immortal 
WASHINGTON, and placed him at the head of an 
illuſtrious train of heroes,”* where he ſhone con- 
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Can you? Farnzas! whoſe locks, ſilvered with age, 
command our reſpe& ; ,whoſe preſence heightens the 
ſolemnity of the preſent ſcene ; whoſe freeborn off- 
ſpring we are,—can you ? while your children dwell 
on the virtues of a WASHINGTON, while they, 
in the recital of his aQions, bring to your view, 
momentous ſcenes—yourſelves have realized ; can 
you reſtrain the riſe of generous feelings? can you 
forbid the grateful tear to riſe—a tribute to his 


memory ?—or rather, do not your cheeks, interlined 


with dignity and age, burn with an ardent glow of 
veneration ; and yourſelves delight to do homage to 
his meritorious virtues? eee 35 


Can you, Younc Men ? eyeing the intereſted emo- 


tions of your fires, ſtifle the warm flow of feelings 
awakened by ſympathy. ' We, young men, are the 
Immediate partakers of the bleflings, which are the 
grateful fruits of American emancipation from ſlav- 
ery. We were then ſleeping on the boſom of love, 


4 


or fondled in the lap of maternal tenderneſs; or, 


not in being to witneſs the ſufferings of our bleeding 


country. But now, while the father of our liber- 


ties ſleeps in death, we live to enjoy the ſweets 
of freedom, — ſecured to our fathers, ourſelves, and 
our poltexiy forever,:, HEE 1 
VE FEMALES! amiable, fair and faultleſs, endear- 
ed to us by every tie of friendly affection; whoſe 
tender boſoms are the ſoft reſidence of love and 
virtue. Can you be wanting? to commiſerate the 
warmth of our feelings, by a participation of our ſor- 
rows, while we mourn the irreparable loſs of ſo much 
00 . oa Bd edn. 150 


No, the generous female heart muſt feel, muſt re- 


alize, muſt acknowledge the pre-eminent worth of 


a 


| pe&fully referred to Hannah Adams“ Hiſt. New England,— | 


Morſe's Amer. Geography, — Ramſey's and Lendrum's Hit. 


Amer. Revolution, &c. There the mental eye may be aſſiſted to 


comprehend, in part, the many, manifold virtues of the greatly _ 


_, ._ Honored, exalted WASHINGTON. 
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a | man diſtinguiſhed above his. fellows, —a man great- 


| Iy beloved, and. gratefully revered. 


N l i 


We liye this day to celebrate the divine excellen- 
cies of a WASHINGTON, raiſed up by heaven for 
our defence—by. his vigilence, watchfulneſs, perſe- 


verance and wiſdom, we now are defended from the 
ungenerous eſſays of human. baſeneſs.—It was the 


armipotent WASHINGTON, that ſaved you from a. 
participation in the miſeries of war; and while the 
joys: of liberty, peace, and pleaſure, encircle you, in 
your varied walks in life, forget not your deliverer; 
let ihe tear of tender ſeſibility riſe to conſecrate bis 


memory; and let a grateful remembrance of the ex- 


" 


live inviolate, and forever ſacred. Þ"_ 
Can you, Sor DbIERSP flouriſhing beneath the ſpread 
Eagle of America; clothed in the habiliments of 
war, yet wearing the ſmiles of peace; can you be 


unmindful of your WASHINGTON! Him, who 


ſecured to you the charter of independence, and 
the invaluable privileges of freemen. No! it is the 
pride of the ſoldier to boaſt a confidence in their 


chiefs ; and a liberal, unconſtrained eſteem for iheir 


n e 


orget a WASHINGTON 5 when. the; American 
faldier forgets his digni 3. 2 importance! when he 
ſhrioks appalled. from the front of danger ! when 


with liſtleſs ſtep, he forgets: the thrilling grandeur. of 


martial muſic ! When be ſtoops to be the tool of 


villany ! the bone of contention ! or the inſtru- 
ment of bribery !—then he may forget a WASH- 


INGTON ;. but not before !—it is yours, foldiers ; 
you, the defenſive. rampart, and. ſtrength of our 
Union; it is yours, I ſay, to feel deeply affected. 


with, and to feel an active intereſt in, the importance 
of this day; bluſh not to participate in the deepen- 


ing gloom and regret, that pervades, this day, the 
F FAT * ; 
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regular battallia, reconnoitring 
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world; —Vour General is dead! your Hero! your 


mach loved WASHINGTON! 


No more do you fee your dignified chief, waving | 


the word of command, teaching your infantry the 
eaſe and elegance of arms, inſtructing your cavalry, 
the gracefulneſs of aftion and 8 forming the 

| the poſts of your en- 


campment, reviewing the lines, covering the flanks, 


cloſing the rear, or leading the van: No, your war- 


like implements reverfed ! your weapons of defence 


inverted ! announce—He is gone! they point! he 
ſleeps in death's cold arms. Yield him your man- 


1y tears, they add dignity to your appearance ; and 


while the ſpirit of WASHINGTON, transfuſed into 
your boſoms, adds luſtre to your merits ; it will be 


grateful for you, rallying round the ſtandard of your 


Hiberty, while lifting the wiſhful eye to ſee the A- 
merican Eagle perched aloof! perchance to eye the 


blue arch of heaven, and think of WASHING-= 
TON. - 1 ? + #44 . : ; 


Let the honorale FarmEk, to whom Spring, Sum- 
mer, Autum, Winter, all yield their various bleflings, 


forget not him, nor thoſe, nor the medium by which, 
he receives theſe advantages, while violent commo- 
tions convulſe the eaſtern world, “ he ſets under his 
ovn vine and fig tree none making him afraid” here 
the din of battle hath ceaſed; and ſweet peace ſits 
- ſmiling on all his labors—it is his, now, to cultivate 
the ſoll, and reap the fruits of his induſtry, the harveſt 


of plenty: under the auſpices of a kind Cod: a 


flave to no man, and no man his flave; 


It is his to enjoy true pleaſure, to enrich his coun- 


try, to ſtrengthen the ſinews of civil and ſocial ſoci- 
ty, to feel warmly attached to good government, — 
to deſpiſe thoſe peſts of public happineſs—wiſhing 
to degrade the honorable, the elevated, and the mer- 
ſtorious to their own grade; and it his to applaud the 
_ virtuous, the veteran, and the wiſe! | 


. While ; 
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i While the reſpedable Mzcxanic, enjoys the 
ſweets of independence, blended with the invalua- 
ble, blefſings—health- of perſon, peace of mind; re- 
turning at. the completion of his laborious duties, to 
the boſom of his happy family ; and with the firſt break 
of morning, with renovated- ſatisfaQtion, riſing, to 
the proſecution of cheerful induſtry ; ſeeing his lit- 
tle children eager.to imbibe the-wholeſome inftruc- 
tion ; himſelf educating them in the paths of virtue, 
and-infufing into their boſoms the love of liberty, 
and life ! Surely the merits of WASHINGTON 
muſt live in grateful remembrance in his mind, and 
the tear of ſerious ſorrow muſt moiſten his honeſt 
check, VVV 
Let the Mexcrant, now enjoy the fruits of en- 
terprize, let him ſocialize by commercial connection 
204 intereſt, his fellow ſpecies; and let his exten- 

five conneQions and dependencies, encircle the ag- 
gregate of human nature; under his indefatigable ex- 
ertions, let the armament, the naval ſtrength of A- 
merica rife to unequalled glory; let the flag of our 
union, wave free and reſpectable in all climes of the 
Earth; let the kindred ties of beneficence, and mu- 
tual advantage, which gives reſpeQability to nations; 
be cemented, and eſtabliſhed by him: And let all 
this, the effect of free government and independence, 
be the happy medium, through which he ſees a cauſe, 
a WASHINGTON !—Happy are Ws as a PzorLs, 
if we can but realize the manifold bleſſings of Free- 

dom.—Feeling ourſelves federal and patrotic ; let us 

always be mindful of the ſource, from whence origin- 
ates all our happineſs,” both civil, ſocial, and religious. 
Let us give a warm place, in our grateful boſoms, to 
the remembrance of thoſe, whom heaven deſignates, 
'the.. inſtruments of proſperity. Let us be united in 
hearts, intereſts, and affections. Let us be ſtrenu- 
ous in our exertions for the weal and welfare of our 
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country—and let us dedicate the wreaths of everlaſt 
ing honor, to our immortal Heroes. 

Let us, each, ſeverally and individually, feel the 
impreſſion of devotional love, ſtimulating us to par- 
ticipate in the ſorrows of this day. And may our re- 
cent and irrecoverable loſs awaken the energies of 
mind and action, to diſavow all diſingenuous paſſions, 
principles and propenſities ; to diſcountenance falſe 
pretenſions; to acknowledge the ſanQtity of true 

merit; and to ſpeak the praiſes of good men. 
Such a dignified perſonage as GEORGE WASI. 
INGTON, whoſe exertions had been ſo eſſential to 
the intereſt of his country, was not to reſt in obſcuri- 
ty. He muſt again take the poſts of honor, —again 
become an active bleſſing to bis country, and again 
be inſtrumentally the vehicle of happineſs, / to his en- 
franchiſed worthy countrymen. 

| Delegates from the, different ſtates afſembled at 
New-York ; and, amid an aſſembly of ſpeQators in- 
numerable, the Father and Deliverer—the Patron 
and Protector of our country, was inaugurated Preſ- 
ident of the United States of America, (April go, 
1789.) The ſcene was ſolenm and ſublime, in the 
higheſt degree. His condutt in the preſence. of this 
auguſt aſſembly was ſtriking, affeAing, and ſupreme. 
ly intereſting. Never can theſe ſcenes paſs from our 
recollettion, Millions of enlightened freemen, with 

one voice, giving him the pre-eminent rank of hon- 

or. Is not ſuch a divine character worthy of our 
_ eſteem forever? Yes! and while wiſdom continues 
to enlighten the minds, and virtue to warm. the hearts 

of Americans, ſo long ſhall the virtues of WASH- 
ING TON be held ſacred in our hearts,'and worthy | 

of our veneration. 

With unſhaken integrity, with principles uncon- 
taminated, pure republican, he takes the helm of our 
federal compaR, and aſſumes the reigns of indepen- 
dent gone enment Great in war, and great in 
D | peace. | 
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peace.“ He preſides at the head of civil adminiſtra- 
tion, with the ſame dignified deportment, with the 
ſame perſpicuous magnanimity, that diſtinguiſhed him, 
as firſt, in the day of battle. With a noble and diſ- 
Intereſted love of country, ever aQtive and perſever- 
ing; he over-rules all the difinclining intereſts of 
different, diffenting, and widely extended commu- 
nities ; he controls party ſpirit; repreſſes the flames 
of ſedition ; encourages the arts and ſciences; ap- 
pals vice; and exalts virtue. He gives ſtability and 
the fixure of glory, to the component parts of our 
federal ſyſtem ; and he rules the legiſlative, judicial, 
and executive branches of this union, with unvary- 
ing juſtice, invariable equity, and immortal honor. 
He is, again and again, clothed with the robes of 
magiſtracy; his countrymen have the moſt inviola- 
ble attachment to his perſon, and the moſt indiſſolu- 
ble confidence in his abilities. A man greatly eſ- 
teemed ! they are unwilling to yield to his repeated 
ſolicitations, to return to the vale of humble life, 
where he may enjoy the uninterrupted ſweets of 
rural, real, and ſerene happineſs. But his anxiety 
increaſing in proportion with his years; —after hay- 
ing, by the gallantry of Wayne, brought the tawny 
ſavage to acknowledge the ſuperiority of merit, and 
to feel ſubjeftion to the conquering arm of juſtice; 
after having braced the nerves, and equalized the 
pulſations of the body politic—giving permanency 
to public faith, and extending human happineſs ; af- 
ter having, with the concurrence of congreſs and the 
- conſenting approbation of his compatriots, laid a plan 
for Columbian felicity, by a proclamation of neutral- 
ity, (April 22, 1795) when the European powers were 
in a ſtate of warfare and commotion ; (which conduct 
gave us an exemplification of his tranſcendent firm- 
neſs, penetration, and capability—by his vaſt and 
_ comprehenſive views, the very anticipation of evil 
is cruſhed, and incapable of riſing; and by his ac- 
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tive energies we are ſecured in the incloſures of peace 
and proſperity. ;) after performing theſe duties, as an 
extenuation of preſent exigencies, his reſignation was 
received with every 1 demonſtration, a grate- 
ful people could beſtow; with all the honors of A. 
merican gratitude. : 8 i 
Throughout his whole life, we obſerve a dignified, 
uniform and exemplary character; conſiſtent, active 
and uſeful. As he was brave in the field, ſo he was 
wiſe and vigilent in council; he was the brilliancy of 
war, and the glory of the cabinet. Language can 
but faintly trace the outlines of a life, ſo truly emi- 
nent as WASHINGTON's. Notwithſtanding we, 
this day, feel happy in having the opportunity of un- 
folding to public view the exterior of a life, ſo dear, 
ſo valuable; the loſs of which is ſo much lamented 
by all ranks and ages. | | 
How, great muſt this man be! there is ſomethin 

ſacred even in the very name of WASHIGTON ; 
a ſomething which abaſhes the vilifying menaces of 
ſpurious. calumny, and keeps at defiance the bare- 
faced ſlanderer; a ſomething that makes us Ameri- 
cans feel our own importance, when we reflect how 
great the Chief, we have long honored with our eſ- 
teem; a man endeared. to us by every virtue that 
creates human happineſs. 1 


1455 
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Faithful and firm to the intereſt of his country, glow- 
ing with pure patriot equanimity ; the injurious aſper- 
ions of malevolence reach him not. His country's 

pride and ꝑreſervation - by his patriot exertions our 
_ altars remain unviolated, and the privilege of wor- 
ſhipping after the manner of our fathers, a privilege 
co-eval with life itſelf, is continued to poſterity in 
2 perpetuity. In fine, we Americans, freed 
from ſervile ſervitude, and free denizens of the 
great globe itſelf, are enjoying in common all the 
bleſſings and pleaſures that flow from internal har- 
mony, union, civilization, public proſperity, and ig 
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tional glory—ſecured to us through the volumes of 
ages, by the joint efforts of our fathers by the man- 


:fold wiſdom and patronage of our venerable ſage, 
fire, and hero! our beatified patriot—GEORGE 
WASHINGTON ! | VVV 
_ His munificent heart was the ſeat of tenderneſs and 
affection. Kind, complacent, and agreeable, he was 
the life of friendſhip and domeſtic happineſs ; ac- 


' tive, warm, valiant and patriotic, he was the defenfive 


repeler of formidable invaſion ; cheriſhing and pro- 
teQing the tree of liberty; and the brighteſt gem in 
the diadem of political glory. Such was the invalua- 
ble worth, and tranſcendent merit of our WASHING- 
TON; and ſuch the ſuperlative grandeur of human 
virtues. 1 FF 

To the enlightened and reſpectable ſucceſſor of 


WASHINGTON, a large field for action was opened; 


hoſtilities were flaming abroad, and the warmth of 


foreign contention began to involve America in dif. 


treſſes. The amicable overtures of peaceful reconcilia- 


- tion began by our federal Father, and continued by his 


ſucceſſor the illuſtrious ADAMS, being flighted, 


America was reduced to the unhappy alternative, ei- 


ther to, relinquiſh her ſovereignty, and ſuffer plun- 
derers to violate her commerce; or to arm and att on 


the, defenſive, againſt infatuated Frenchmen. At 


this crifis of danger and diſappointment, every heart 
beat warm to re- produce, on the theatre of action, the 
imperial veteran they ſought him midſt the rural 
ſhades of Vernon—they found him ſolacing his de- 


clining years, with the delights of agriculture; and 
chbeering the virtues of life, by a ſteady perſeverance 


in the paths of duty. Good old man! Amiable, 


venerable WASHINGTON !! 


To the importuning ſolicitude of his country, he 


yields to become again their commander, and the 
. conduttor of their armies, This is the completion 


of his official character. 2 | 
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From this we paſs to the cloſing ſcene of life. 
What courage! what greatneſs! though the pains 
and pangs of approaching diſſolution infold him in 
their oppreſſive ſtruggles; yet, inflexible in virtue, 
no inglorious feeling ſteals into bis boſom: the pre- 
ſent ſerenity of his ſoul, comports with his whole for- 
mer life. The ſatisfaction of having performed his 


part well, with true chriſtian triumph, diſpels the 


gloomy terrors of death, and paves the way to a 
peaceful decline. His ſoul is awakened in the proſ- 
pets of ſmiling. e out- ſpread before him: 
the joys of chriſtianity cheer his ſoul in the moment 
ol ſeparation from all things terreſtrial. Without the 
apprehenſions of doubt or diſtruſt; and without that 

recoiling reluctance that tortures life into non- exiſt- 
ence, he ſleepsin peace —he dies! A pauſe of tears 


is our relief: - Oh! death, what a conqueſt haſt thou 


made. In this one man, we have loft the faireſt and 
the firſt ; the worthieſt and the beſt, of political bleſ- 
fings : we feel our loſs, and we yield him back to fill 
the vacuity in heaven; while a world, ſhrouded in 
tears, hymn a WASHINGTON in glory! 
Truly ſublime, and ſupremely independent, the 
divine excellencies of the godlike WASHINGTON, 


ſhone without a parallel in every ſphere of his exiſt- 


ence— no tranſplanted to the realms of bleſſedneſs; 
unaſſiſted, they bloom progfeſſive, in boundleſs im- 
mortality. The marble pile, pyramid, and obeliſk 
may riſe to conſecrate his memory; but theſe are 


periſhable !—Our hearts are monuments, alone ſuf- 
ficient to retain his merits ; here ſhall foreyer live 


the worth of WASHINGTON ; here his virtues are 


enthroned ; and here, in grateful, perpetual remem- _ 
brance, lives, boſomed over with affection, his death- 


els name... ion, wn | 1 
; Ages, ſucceeding ages, ſhall learn the name and 
virtues of this our beloved WASHINGTON; and 
fathers ſhall repeat to their children, and to their 
n e children's 
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children's children, down from one generation to a- 
nother, his glorious deeds and meritorious deſerts. 
Thus, each ſucceeding 22d of February ſhall return 
and revive the remembrance of his manifold virtues; 
While his celebrity, ever grateful and glorious, ſhall 
exiſt, continue, and be extended, co- ete rnal with du- 
ration ite! I 
While America, weeping at his urn, the inevitable 
fate of her entombed favorite ;—while ſhe is fondly 
imprinting the impreſſions of love, on the dear re- 
membrance, ſuſpended to the left ſide of her boſom, 
the miniature of her WASHINGTON ;—Fancy pre- 
ſents him wearing the ſmiles of beatific complacency ; 
and the warriors of America, who ſpilt their blood in 
the ſupport of liberty and life, preſenting him the 
crown of glory, and leading him grateful to the joys 
of immortality ; while wondering angels, joying in 
the arrival of their long wiſhed for gueſt, crowd from 
- the portals of bliſs; and, opening interchangeably, 
receive and conduct him triumphant, in anxious re- 
troceſſion, to the boſom of his Gov? Our wiſhful 
eyes follow, till the cloſing threſhold intercepts, and 
receiving him from our ſight, unfolds to our reced- 
ing eyes, in ſhining capitals—AacUTA INDELIBILIS 
SENTENTIA! | e 
| Columsians, ceaſtum.weep ! Heaven's will be done, 
Here blooms your virtuous, worthy Was rin GTON 3 
To you, Oh! happy people, he was given, 
The faireſt favor of indulgent heaven. 
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E TEroughout the various, varied walks of man, 
He did whatever active virtue can 

His ſterling merit gave che boon to fame; 
His virtues wrote among the ſtars his name. 
Heaven made him yours, and warm'd his mighty mind, 

Jo claim the veneration of mankind. | | 8 


31 


—— 


- 


Be then Americans, and grateful, love 
The man, who taught your paſſions how to move. 

| Revere his councils; bold his mem'ry dear ; 

And teach your children's children to revere. 

Be wiſe, be grateful, active, virtuous, warm, 
To heavens beſt wiſhes, all your views conform 2 5 5 
Love human rights, and ſeek che hallow'd road, 8 
To guide you glorious, to your Fzienp and Gop! | 
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An occaſional 5 | « 


tens at the Barrier Mxzrine-Hoven, i in Wars rnan, 
FEBRUARY 22, 1800. ; = 
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T ms day, in happy union ns 
We mourn: “ Columbia's fav rite ſon,” 
He's gone, but can we e'er forget? 
The worthy, virtuous WASHIN GTON. 


No more his full, commanding form 
Appears, to hold a world in awe; 
To circumſcribe th' embattled ftorm, 


Or irc umd the bolts of war. 


55 . lives no cls: to ke the ſoul, 
By merit, eloquence, or art; 

The wiſe, by wiſdom to control, 

Or yield pure pleaſure to the heart. 


No more ofer life's divergent grades, 
He holds ſupreme, unrivall'd ſway ; 


He ſleeps in undiſtinguiſh'd ſhades, 
But fleeps, to wake in endleſs _e 


Adieu, departed Shade ! hs bleſt ; 
While Nations celebrate thy fame, 
| Here, in Columbia's grateful breaſt, 
5 True honor ſhall enſhrine thy name. 
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Let ev'ry patriot bofom feel ; 

Let ſympathetic love be ons | 

And let the votive, vocal peal | 
Immortalize GEORGE WASHINGTON ! 


